
Project DETUR 

 
Featuring the exhibition 

 

 

“Art Within Art: From Italy to Detroit and Vice Versa” 
 
 
Project Name: DETUR Referring to Detroit-Turin and implying a “detour” by 

both. Turin is the English name for Northern Italy’s city of Torino. In 1998, 

both city governments signed a “sister city” accord aimed at enhancing the 
already existing relations and encouraging the development of activities in the 

cultural, social, and economic fields—hence a detour to a better future. Both 
are “Cities in Transition”, a Torino-Detroit initiative of the German Marshall 
Fund. DETUR’s emphasis on enhancing cultural relations aims to expand upon 

the civic and economic objectives of this initiative, which is supported by the 
Kresge Foundation. 

 
Project Goals 
Via a virtuoso and innovative economic approach, through synergistic 

relationships in the field of Contemporary Art in Turin and Detroit (Michigan 
and Piedmont, Italy and the United States), its goal is to attain economic and 

social progress, creating new job opportunities for young people. Creating a 
system involving the fields of Art and Culture of the two cities, giving new 
impetus to the art market, and also affecting the sectors of hospitality, tourism 

and gastronomy.  
 

Considerations 
What are the common points between Turin and Detroit, in addition to 
industrial relations? What are the potential differences for enrichment? What 

do we need to address to achieve the common goal of economic and social 
progress?  

 
Project Theme 

Considering a growth opportunity for our city and for the country, the 
increased relations between Italy\Turin and America\Detroit, thanks to the 
Fiat-Chrysler merger, and detaching from nostalgic and limiting biases, we 

can detour toward a future of new opportunities that encourages a 
revitalization of our economy. 

  
Transcending the opportunities directly linked to industrial relations between 
the two countries, we can use Culture and the Arts as an economic catalyst. 
 

In particular, we can consider Contemporary Art as a tool capable of 

developing a common language that allows us to share and seize all 
opportunities through a network of contacts between Detroit-Turin \ Italy-
America. 



 

Leaving behind an old and outdated stereotype in which Culture is seen as 

peripheral in the economic process and Art an elitist adornment in society, 
Contemporary Art becomes an integral part of the production system by 

increasing the art market by working in synergy with the world of Tourism 
and Gastronomy, factors of substance in our economies. 
 

Expansion of the project DETUR 
Involve other participants in the world of Art and Culture in Detroit that have 
a link with Italy. Involve other members of the world of Art and Culture, 

museums, foundations and institutions, in order to maximize the opportunities 
for synergy and constructive collaborations. 
 

DetroITaly/EuropeAmerica: 
To expand the scope of the project with national/international/intercontinental 

exchanges. 
 
Institutions, Collaborations, Partners, Sponsors 

Entities to include those from the following sectors: artistic/cultural (artists, 
curators, galleries, associations, foundations, museums, agencies, media, etc.) 

and those of hotel/toursism/gastronomy/ of the Piedmont and of Michigan 
(later Europe and the Americas). 

 
Event Venues 
Galleries, Associations, Foundations, Museums, and other various locations 

 
Project participants 

Richard Haskin, Pierette Domenica Simpson, Loretta Del Ponte, Nikolas Haskin, Paolo 

Turati, Giulia Turati, Giulia Vola, Marco Sodano, Claudia Piatti, Giovanna Grillo, the 

Dante Alighieri Society of Michigan and other organizations of Detroit and Turin. 

 

Logo 

Giulia Turati 

 

Project Founders 

Richard Haskin 
Pierette Domenica Simpson 
Loretta Del Ponte 

Giulia Vola 
 

Contacts 
Detroit: Pierette Domenica Simpson: Pierette@pierettesimps.com 
Torino: Loretta Del Ponte: loretta.delponte@gmail.com 

 
 

Exhibition 
"Art Within Art: From Italy to Detroit and Vice Versa " 

Loretta Del Ponte, Curator 

Paolo Turati, Artist Director 



 
Opening: June 26, exhibition June 27-July 13 Sala Poli del Centro Studi 

Sereno Regis http://www.serenoregis.org/ 
 

Within this ambitious project which views Contemporary Art as the 
protagonist of a new economic asset, promoting the relationship between 
Detroit and Turin, Italy and America, is included the innovative exhibition 

"Art Within Art: From Italy to Detroit and Vice Versa” where Italian art 
is immortalized in the photographic creations of Richard Haskin. A new 

international event is aimed at discovering Italian Art in Michigan, particularly 

in Detroit, through photography. 

With his artistic work, Richard Haskin offers rare visual 
conversations with Italian American artists of various genres in 

Michigan, documented via a photographic objective. 
 

Across an imaginary journey back to the homeland, Italian art in Detroit, in 
all its forms and across various eras, regains life in a contemporary vision 
that enriches those who collected it and those who, today in Italy, can enjoy 

thanks to the creativity of Haskin, author of a new Art. 
 

Architecture, paintings, sculpture, theater, literature, film and design, 
everything is processed and repurposed, with original sensibility, in (70) 

beautiful photographs of Haskin, retracing a journey that takes its origin from 
the Renaissance including Tintoretto’s "Dreams of Men" at the Detroit 
Institute of Arts, following with the 1800 and Juglaris’ marvelous frescos in 

the Capitol in Lansing, tracing car design with the Fiat 500, immortalizing the 
great sculptures of Sergio De Giusti, and ending with the jewels of the 

famous creator of goldsmith art, Daniela Allega Fuciarelli, whose creations 
are on display in the Vatican Museums. 
 

Photography represents the centrality of the artistic work of Haskin and a 
timely ally in his travels in search of Italian art in Michigan. A valuable tool 

which immortalizes in time a certain setting, a play of light. A long and 
careful search combines different artistic forms in a Universal Art.  Every 

image is the result of his passion for Italy and a tribute to the famous 
concept, "Made in Italy". 
 

The photographic documentation of Italian artisans in Detroit will be 
enhanced by a video documentary written, directed and produced by author, 

Pierette Domenica Simpson. It was filmed by videographer, Nikolas 
Haskin, son of Richard Haskin. It will include an explanation of project 
DETUR and interviews with some of the featured artists in the exhibition. 

~~~~~~~~ 

 

In a fruitful and synergistic collaboration with the Dante Alighieri Society 
of Michigan on the occasion of its 90th anniversary, 
the exhibition, held first in Turin, Italy will be repeated in November 

http://www.serenoregis.org/


in Detroit in order to continue a dialogue to promote cultural and economic 
exchanges between the Piedmont and Michigan, Italy and America. 

 
This exhibit will be followed by other events encompassed in the project 

DETUR. 
 

Richard Haskin, notable American photographer, was featured in October 

2013 in an exhibition in Detroit organized by the Dante Alighieri Society of 
Michigan, The Juglaris Society, and the Italian Consulate of Detroit on the 

occasion of the Year of Italian Culture in the United States: "Artist and 
Muses: Tommaso Juglaris and Italian Legacy at Michigan's State 
Capitol”.  Mr. Haskin donated one of his photographs to La Famija 

Moncalereisa, the cultural center housing Juglaris’s original works, in 
Moncalieri, a suburb adjacent to Turin, in a symbolic gesture of alliance 

between Detroit and Turin artists. 
 
In June of 2013, Mr. Haskin was a featured artist in the exhibition, “Visioni 

contemporanee del femminile”, curated by Loretta Del Ponte in San Giorgio 
(on the outskirts of Turin). www.RICHARDHASKINPHOTOGRAPHY.com   

 
In a synergistic collaboration with the Dante Alighieri Society of Michigan 

in the occasion of its 90th anniversary, the exhibition “Art Within Art: From 
Italy to Detroit and Vice Versa”, will first be shown in Turin, Italy, and then 
proposed for the following November in Detroit, so as to continue a dialogue 

promoting cultural/economic/touristic exchanges between Piemonte and 
Michigan, Italy and America. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

http://www.richardhaskinphotography.com/

